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THE KANJO GOGANKI AND SHINGON FUHO SAN’YOSHO:
BEHIND THE CREATION OF HISTORIES OF SHINGON BUDDHISM

SAIKI RYOKO

gon fuho san’yosho (“Compendium of the Essentials of Shingon Transmissions”) were com-

piled by eleventh-century Shingon monks. These are histories of esoteric Shingon Buddhism.
The Kanjo goganki was produced by Ningai (954—1046), who was the head abbot of Toji tem-
ple. The work covers Kiikai’s transmission of esoteric teachings from Tang-dynasty China, the
role of these teachings in protecting the nation as they had in China, and then the efficacy
of Shingon esoteric Buddhism in the service of the emperor and his court. It is thought that
it was written against the backdrop of a sense of crisis regarding the relative decline of the
Shingon sect in contrast to the importance given the Tendai sect in state policy and diplomacy
at the start of the eleventh century.

The Shingon fuho san’yoshd was written by Ningai’s disciple Joson (1012—1074). It is a history
that traces the direct transmission of Shingon esotericism from India to Japan and explicates
the ten characteristics that make Shingon superior to other sects. It fundamentally accepts and
carries on the objective of Ningai's Kanjo goganki, but it stresses that Shingon esoterism is ortho-
dox Buddhism directly inherited from India. Another special characteristic of the work is its
correlation of Dainichi Nyorai and Amaterasu Omikami. This correlation can be seen as one
of the earliest forms of the newly established honji-suijaku thought, which interpreted Buddhist
divinities as original substances (honji) and local gods, the kami, as manifest traces (suijaku).
This concept was preserved within the ranks of Shingon monks. It can be surmised that the
understanding that they were protectors of the emperor as well as the demands of Emperor
Gosanjo, who was strongly linked to Joson, were behind this concept.

The Kanjo goganki and the Shingon fuhdo san’yosho created the characterization of the role of
Shingon esoterism in the protection of the emperor and his rule in addition to the importance
of Shingon’s direct link to the authentic Buddhism of India. These special characteristics appear
to have influenced political policy toward Buddhism from the twelfth century onward, along
with the conception of history insisted upon by other sects during the medieval period.

B oth the Kanjo goganki (“Record of the August Vow of the Abhiseka Rite”) and the Shin-

Bulletin of the Nara National Museum 24 (2022)——128 (37)
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