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PAINTINGS OF THE DHARMA-PROTECTING GOHOZENSHIN DEITIES
ON DOOR PANELS FROM A KOFUKUJI TEMPLE ZusHI SHRINE AND
THE KASAGIDERA TEMPLE HAN'NYA DAI PLATFORM

MATSUI MIKI

deities (Important Cultural Property) are a complete set of twelve panels that were

originally affixed as the doors of a six-sided zushi shrine. The inner surface of each door
featured a painting of one of the deities or a priest, whose names were indicated with a black
ink inscription. The groupings are the same as those recorded to have been painted by the
priest Jokei (1155—1213) for the Han'nya Dai Platform at Kasagidera Temple. The Han'nya Dai
Platform was produced in Kenkyti 6 (1195) by his design to store the Daihan’nya kyo (Skt.
Mahaprajiiaparamita siitra) set that he had copied. It is thought that the Kofukuji door-panel
paintings are either the originals from that shrine for the sutras at Kasagidera or faithful
copies of them. Even though Jokei had been a powerful Kofukuji monk, he left the temple at
a young age for Kasagidera, a temple nestled in the mountains, pursuing the ideal of seclusion.
The Han’nya Dai Platform, while now lost, is of immense significance to understanding Jokei’s
time at Kasagidera, and its paintings of the Gohozenshin are the only ones known to have
been created in his hand. However, the iconography of the Gohozenshin of the Han'nya Dai
Platform has yet to be researched in detail.

This paper explores the possibility that the Kofukuji paintings are not merely depictions of
the same set of deities and priests, as has been established in previous research, but that they
are in fact of the same iconography as the lost Han'nya Dai Platform Gohdzenshin paintings.
Furthermore, through analysis of Jokei’s writings and dedicatory prayers, the paper reaches
towards an understanding of his reasons for retiring to the mountain retreat that Kasagidera
offered and, through iconographic analysis, the beliefs behind his production of the Han'nya
Dai Platform.

The fruit of this study grounded in a focus on iconographic analysis is that the Han’nya Dai
Platform paintings in fact follow features and arrangements represented among the iconographic
drawings from the collection of the priest Jitsunin (1096—1169) like the set of the “Sixteen
Guardians of the Mahaprajiiaparamita Sutra” transmitted from Song-dynasty China. In addition,
the iconography of the Han'nya Dai Platform is thought to have been copied for the paintings
adorning the pillars for the Many-Treasure Stupa at Uchiyama Eikyaji, a branch temple of
Kofukuji. These paintings were produced within around fifty years from Jokei’s passing, and
they can be understood to reflect the importance to Jokei of the deities and the specific iconographic
expression he had selected for the Han'nya Dai Platform.

From the analysis of writings left behind by Jokei, we can understand that he sought to
produce the Han'nya Dai Platform not for his private religious practice, but rather as part of
a movement of mountain worship that was centered in the Kasagi area at that time. The Han'nya
Dai Platform and its iconography can in fact be contextualized within the daily practices and
offerings sustained by itinerant monks and devotees of ascetic practices performed towards their
Buddhist soteriological conceptions. The paper concludes by suggesting the possibility that the
Han’nya Dai Platform and its paintings can be connected to the Nara-centered precepts revival
movement to which Jokei would be integral in his later years.

T he paintings on wooden panels from Kofukuji of the Dharma-Protecting Gohozenshin

Translated by Mary Lewine
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