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In the ninth year of this (King) a Brahman woman brought
hither (to Anuradhapura) from the Kalinga country the Tooth
Relic of the great Sage (Buddha). In the manner set forth in the
Chronicle of the Tooth Relic the Ruler received it with reverence,
paid it the highest honours, laid it in an urn of pure crystal, and
brought it to the building called Dhammacakka built by Deva-
nampiyatissa on the royal territory. Henceforth this building
was the Temple of the Tooth Relic. The King his heart swelling
with joy, spent 900000 (kahapanas) and arranged therewith a
great festival for the Tooth Relic. He decreed that it should be
brought every year to the Abbayuttaravihara, and that same sac-

rificial ceremonial should be observed.
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The Monarch himself arrayed with all his ornaments, mounted
his favourite, beautiful elephant which was hung with coverings
of gold, and surround by many dignitaries, who rode their steeds,
he went forth with great pomp from the splendid town, betook
himself to the sacred Tooth Relic and to the glorious Bowl Relic,
reverenced them in worthy fashion with hands folded on the
brow, and while offering to them with his own hands sweet—
smelling flowers he went on his way with both relics.

Now at an unusual time a great cloud gathered spreading
herself forth. With her hollow rumbling she increased the roll
of the drums and with the bright bouquet of the rainbow she
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adorned the space of the heavens. She made lustrous lightning
quiver on all sides, an instructress for the dance begun by the
peacocks. Together with the dust raised by the hoof-beat of the
horses she made the wreath of the sun’s rays disappear and
veiled the whole firmament in thick darkness. When the digni-
taries saw all this they thought again and again: she will pour
forth violent rain to disturb the high festival, and their hearts
filled with sore trouble, they betook themselves to the all-wise
Ruler and considered what was to be done.
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Now once upon a time when through the influence of evil
planets a great heat arose in Lanka by which everything was
burnt up, when the corn withered and a famine was inevitable
and the whole of the people dwelling in Lanka were filled with
the greatest anxiety, the King gave orders for a splendid festival
to be held for the three (sacred) objects, for the cetiyas and the

boghi trees and for the protectors Metteya and other miracle-

working highest deities, who were to be venerated by various
offerings, and even to turn the whole of Lanka into one great
festival. After antecedent sacrificial ceremonies, he gathered to-
gether the Great community of the bhikkus, caused them recite
the Paritta and bear the Tooth Relic of the Great sage round the
town in fitting manner, the right side turned towards it, and
made (in firm faith) the resolve: the heavens shall rain. There-
upon great clouds gathered on every side, flashing with lighting
and again and again thundering, so that it was bliss for the ears
of all people, and they began to rain, destroying the glowing
heat, making joyful the people, driving away the famine, beau-
tifying the country and reviving the corn.

“By the power of the Buddha do these rain-clouds pour forth
such rain, making joyful our hearts. Who therefore among gods,
brahmas and men is capable of understanding how great are
these excellent qualities of the Buddha? But our King also is
mighty and strong in miraculous power, a king like to him there
has not been and there will not be.” With such words ever and
again repeated, the dwellers in Lanka praised the excellence of
the Monarch of sages and also the excellence of their King.
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SOURCES OF KUKAI'S FAITH IN THE RELICS OF THE BUDDHA:
THE LATTER SEVEN-DAY RITE AND OFFERING SERVICE OF THE
BUDDHA’S TOOTH RELIC IN SRI LANKA

NAITO SAKAE, Nara National Museum

Daishi, Kiikai, proposed to the emperor that a new ritual be performed in the palace. This

ritual, which was to be performed annually in the first month thereafter, lasted for a pe-
riod of seven days and involved bringing Buddhist paintings, ritual implements and relics from
Toji temple to the palace. The rite was called the Goshichinichi no mishiho (August Secret Rit-
ual of the Latter Seven Days). The purpose of the rite was to insure the protection of the na-
tion (kokka goji) and the successful harvest of the five grains (gokoku joju). The relics used in
the Goshichinichi no mishiho rite were those that Kiikai had inherited from his master Huiguo
(Jpn. Keika) in Tang China. They had originally been obtained in Southern India by Vajrabodhi
(Jpn. Kongochi), the master of Bukong (Jpn. Fukii) who was Huiguo’s master. Faith in the rel-
ics employed in the Goshichinichi no mishiho differed greatly from that during the Nara period,
as 1) the relics were not placed inside a stupa but preserved in a building, 2) they were trans-
ported to the palace each year, and 3) the relics were thought to have magical properties. This
article seeks to demonstrate the sources of Kiikai’s faith in the relics of the Buddha, and the
most direct model is the offering ceremony of relics from Famensi temple (Jpn. Homonji) that
was held in the Tang palace once every thirty years and the annual relic offering service for
the Buddha’s tooth at the palace in Sri Lanka. Huiguo had in fact participated in the offering
rite for the relics of Famensi and Vajrabodhi and Bukong had both visited Sri Lanka so it is
highly likely that they witnessed the offering rite of the Buddha’s tooth. In both cases, the
miraculous efficacy of the rite was thought to protect the state and assure abundant harvests
of the five grains and thus the contents of these rites were very similar to that of the Goshichinichi
no mishiho. Kiikai’s faith in relics, which was unprecedented in Japan, thus had international
links.

I n the twelfth month of first year of the Jowa era (834) during the early Heian period, Kobo
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