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Sandalwood Statue of Jaichimen-kannon (Ekadasamukha) in the Nara

National Museum

INOUE Kazutoshi
In this article several aspects of the sandalwood statue of Ekadasamukha kept in the Nara Na-
tional Museum are discussed.
First, I examined the characteristics of this statue, comparing with the iconographic definitions
of Ekadasamukha in Buddhist texts, and pointed out that many of the characteristics of this
statue were close to the definitions in the Buddhist texts translated by Yashakutta (Yasogup-
tah) and Ajikuta (Adikata). These texts are older than the one translated by Priest Genjo (Xuan-
zang).
The statue of Ekadasamukha in the Nara National Museum shows several aspects which are
in common with the Ekadasamukha statue in Jimpuku-ji temple, but not with the one in Domyo
-ji temple. It is conceivable that the statue in Domyo-ji temple was made, based on the ico-
nographic definition of Priest Genjo’s text. The one in Jimpuku-ji is older.
The decorations of the statue of Ekadasamukha in the Nara National Museum are carved out
from the same wood block of the main body. This is one of the old carving methods of Bud-
dhist sculptures. The way the statues of the Nara National Museum and Jimpuku-ji temple
hold a water vase reflects the clear influence of the sandalwood statues from the Tang dynasty
in China.
In regard of the date of production, I assumed that the statue in the Nara National Museum
had been made during the third quarter of the 8th century, judging from the similarities with
the Tempy0 sculptures, the shape of the breast ornaments, and the similarities of its facial
expression with the image of Shaka (éﬁkyamuni) in “the Preaching of éﬁkyamuni on Mt.
Ry0dju (Grdhra-kuta)” in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and the image of Bosatsu (Bodhi-
sattva) in the pillar painting of the Hakkakudo (Octagonal Hall) in Eisan-ji temple, both of
which were from the Nara period.
Lastly, considering of all these aspects of the statue of Ekadasamukha in the Nara National
Museum and referring to the Ekadasamukha statue in Toshodai-ji temple, I pointed out one

way of accepting Chinese sculptures in Japan.
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