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A STUDY OF THE ICONOGRAPHIC DRAWINGS IN THE
COLLECTION OF THE NARA NATIONAL MUSEUM
COPYING THE TODAIJI KAIDAN'IN DOOR PAINTINGS

TANIGUCHI KOSEI

saka siitra) at the Kaidan'in cloister of Todaiji temple are famed as superb examples of

Tenpyo-era painting, but they were lost in fighting that resulted in the burning of the
temple at the end of the Heian period (794—1185). It is well known that these paintings were
the iconographic source for the Kusha mandara (Skt. Abhidharma mandala) that was produced late
in the Heian period with the revival of Buddhist scholastcism.

I have previously considered the historical background and significance of the iconography
used on the doors of the zushi at the Kaidan’in of Todaiji at the time of the creation of the
Kusha mandara. The Tenpyo-revival imagery that emerged from this eighth-century iconography
linked to Todaiji has lived on in Japan from the Heian period, through the Kamakura period
(1185-1333) and beyond. Further, during the Meiji era, Japanese-style paintings as well as Western-
style paintings turned to Tenpyo-era imagery as a wellspring of inspiration, and this trend re-
sulted in a new appreciation for the zushi paintings.

As noted above, the original paintings on the doors of the zushi were lost early on. Their
reputation as masterworks of the Tenpyd era survived in part thanks to the faithful ink mono-
chrome (hakubyo) copies of the originals made prior to their destruction. There are multiple
known copies of the paintings on the zushi doors made from the late Heian to the early Kamakura
period. The earliest extant version is a handscroll formerly in the collection of Kosanji temple.
Another, which also comes from Kosanji, is mounted as a hanging scroll. Both paintings are
now in the collection of Nara National Museum. The former entered the collection in 2008 and
the latter in 2021.

This study both provides basic information and reports on the present condition of the two
versions of the zushi paintings. The two left Kosanji over a hundred years ago, and in recent
years they have entered the Nara National Museum collection. The paper concludes by present-
ing new research findings to consider the place of these works in the history of painting along
with their meaning.

T he paintings on the doors of the cabinet-like shrine (zushi) for the Kegonkyo (Skt. Avatam-
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